Fluency

Fluency in writing not only appeals to the eye but
to the ear. Fluency is the flow of your writing. Fluency
Is the rhythm of the sentences. Fluency occurs in
writing when you vary sentences in the following
ways.

1. Length — some long and some short
You don’t want all short (danger:
fragments) or all long (danger: run-ons)
2. Complexity
Of importance — no unnecessary
sentences; no strays
3. With different beginnings -varied
4. Without wordiness —concise and to the
point
5. Easy to follow

Exercise #1

Read the following paragraph. Many of the sentences
are choppy and short. Also, they are not varied.
Correct the paragraph.

Also, | like video games. The games are imported. They are
cool. | think they are fun. It is great to do when | am bored. They are
sometimes a challenge to play. One time | beat my brother.
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Exercise #2

Read the following paragraph. Many of the sentences
are too long. Break them into shorter ones by making
some short and some long. Correct the paragraph.

To begin with, one skill | learned at Wildwood was learning how
to live in the wilderness. What | learned was how to stay in a camp
without a bathroom and a shower and a sink but it was fun anyway.
There were tons of bugs and insects because we were out in the
sticks and | thought the mosquitoes were going to carry me away but
that was ok because | had my Bug Be Gone with me. At night | had to
walk out in the middle of the blackness and | had to find my friends
with only a flashlight to guide my way. Living in the wilderness is
definitely NOT for me!

Copyright © 2006 Melinda Michalec and its licensors. All rights reserved Mini 70



Fluency - Answers

Fluency in writing not only appeals to the eye but
to the ear. Fluency is the flow of your writing. Fluency
Is the rhythm of the sentences. Fluency occurs in
writing when you vary sentences in the following
ways.

1. Length — some long and some short
You don’t want all short (danger:
fragments) or all long (danger: run-ons)
2. Complexity
Of importance — no unnecessary
sentences; no strays
3. With different beginnings -varied
4. Without wordiness —concise and to the
point
5. Easy to follow

Exercise #1

Read the following paragraph. Many of the sentences
are choppy and short. Also, they are not varied.
Correct the paragraph.

Also, | like video games. The games are imported. They are
cool. | think they are fun. It is great to do when | am bored. They are
sometimes a challenge to play. One time | beat my brother.
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Answer:

Also, | like the challenge involved in playing video games. The
games are imported from countries such as Japan. They are the
ultimate to kids from all over the world because of the graphics and
the different levels that can be obtained. These videos are
exhilarating to play especially when you play against a novice game
player. On the other hand, they can be quite a challenge when
playing an experienced video maniac because the stakes are raised
when you are neck-to-neck with a wizard. One time | was lucky
enough to beat my sixteen year old brother who has been playing
since he was five. | made him eat crow.

Exercise #2

Read the following paragraph. Many of the sentences
are too long. Break them into shorter ones by making
some short and some long. Correct the paragraph.

To begin with, one skill | learned at Wildwood was learning how
to live in the wilderness. What | learned was how to stay in a camp
without a bathroom and a shower and a sink but it was fun anyway.
There were tons of bugs and insects because we were out in the
sticks and | thought the mosquitoes were going to carry me away but
that was ok because | had my Bug Be Gone with me. At night | had to
walk out in the middle of the blackness and | had to find my friends
with only a flashlight to guide my way. Living in the wilderness is
definitely NOT for me!

Answer:

To begin with, one skill | learned at Wildwood was learning how
to live in the wilderness. What | learned was how to stay in camp
without a bathroom, shower, or a sink. But, it was enjoyable anyway.
There were tons of bugs and insects because we were out in the
sticks; and | thought the mosquitoes were going to carry me away.
Yikes! That was ok because | had my Bug Be Gone with me. At night,
| had to walk out in the middle of the pitch blackness and | had to find
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my friends with only a flashlight to guide my way. Living in the
wilderness is definitely NOT for me!
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